
A Sermon from the Not-So-Distant Past 
 

I know you probably starting to grow weary of COVID-19 discussions, but this one was too 

good to pass up.  One of the things that gives me guidance and hope as I’ve walk through 

largescale upheavals in society (wars, shifts in culture, global changes in the church, & now 

plagues), is diving into history to see how our forebearers handled similar challenges.  After 

all, as the author of Ecclesiastes declares, “1:9  9 What has been is what will be, and what has 

been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun.”  
 

This said, a couple weeks ago, I stumbled across a sermon by the Presbyterian minister Francis 

Grimke who ministered in Washington D.C. from 1878-1928.  The sermon entitled, “Some Re-

flections Growing Out of The Recent Epidemic Of Influenza That Afflicted Our City,”* was 

delivered as churches began to regather following the worst of the Spanish Flu in November of 

1918.  Some of his ruminations are both eerily similar to ours and instructive in that he’s 

speaking on the other of what we appear to be in the middle of.  Here’s some snippets that are 

especially relevant today: 
 

We Now Know 

“We know now, perhaps, as we have never known before the meaning of the terms pestilence, 

plague, epidemic, since we have been passing through this terrible scourge of Spanish influen-

za, with its enormous death rate and its consequent wretchedness and misery. Every part of the 

land has felt its deadly touch… Over the whole land it has thrown a gloom, and has stricken 

down such large numbers that it has been difficult to care for them properly, overcrowding all 

of our hospitals—and it has proven fatal in so many causes that it has been difficult at times to 

get coffins enough in which to place the dead, and men enough to dig graves fast enough in 

which to bury them. Our own beautiful city has suffered terribly from it, making it necessary, 

as a precautionary measure, to close the schools, theaters, churches, and to forbid all public 

gathering within doors as well as outdoors. At last, however, the scourge has been stayed, and 

we are permitted again to resume the public worship of God, and to open again the schools of 

our city.” 
 

We Recognize Our Limits 

“I have been impressed with the ease with which large portions of the population may be 

wiped out in spite of the skill of man, of all the resources of science. Suddenly this epidemic 

came upon our city and country, and though every physician has been employed and                   

every available nurse has been at work day and night, thousands have died, the awful death         

toll continued…” 
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Disagreement on Government Restrictions 

“There has been considerable grumbling… particularly in regard to the closing of the churches. 

It seems to me, however, in a matter like this it is always wise to submit to such restrictions for 

the time being. If, as a matter of fact, it was dangerous to meet in theaters and in the schools, it 

certainly was no less dangerous to meet in churches. The fact that the churches were places of 

religious gathering, and the others not, would not affect in the least the health question involved. 

If avoiding crowds lessens the danger of being infected, it was wise to take the precaution and 

not needlessly run in danger, and expect God to protect us… [Despite these challenges these 

closures bring] God knows what He is doing. His work is not going to suffer. It will rather be a 

help to it in the end. Out of it, I believe, great good is coming.” 
 

The Privilege and Joy of Christian Community 

“Another thing has impressed me during this epidemic. It has brought out in a way that is very 

gratifying, the high estimation in which the Christian church is held in the community—the 

large place which it really occupies in the thought of the people. The fact that for several weeks 

we have been shut out from the privileges of the sanctuary has brought home to us as never               

before what the church has really meant to us. We hadn’t thought, perhaps, very much of the 

privilege while it lasted, but the moment it was taken away we saw at once how much it meant 

to us.” 
 

The Importance of Christian Hope 

“While the plague was raging, while thousands were dying, what a comfort it was to feel that 

we were in the hands of a loving Father who was looking out for us, who had given us the great 

assurance that all things should work together for our good. And, therefore, that come what 

would—whether we were smitten with the epidemic or not, or whether being smitten, we                   

survived or perished, we knew it would be well with us, that there was no reason to be alarmed. 

Even if death came, we knew it was all right.” 

 
* Excerpts were adapted from www.9marks.org/article/some-reflections-growing-out-of-the-recent-epidemic-of-influenza

-that-afflicted-our-city/ & www.thegospelcoalition.org/columns/straight-paths/learning-from-the-pandemic-as-we-start-to-

regather/ 



Luther’s Corner  

 

“As our heavenly Father has in 
Christ freely come to our aid, 
we also ought freely to help our 

neighbor through our body and its works…” 
Martin Luther “The Freedom of a Christian”  
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 Needed Received 

General 13,422.92 10,938.63 

Benevolence 846.16 912.50 

Building 3,296.48 1,504.25 

Offering Breakdown for Month of June 

Category 
June Total                    
Received   

YTD                     
Received 

Annual    
Budget 

     

General    10,466.63      62,790.29   

Loose        117.00        1,221.00   

Initial            5.00          134.00   

Other        350.00           930.31    

Total Current    10,938.63      67,120.30   170,334.00  

Benevolence        912.50         4,518.26     12,000.00  

Total Received    11,851.13       71,638.56   182,334.00  

New Building       1,504.25       15,730.46   

The total for “Other” 

includes donation for  

the landscape rock 

Dear St. Paul’s Church,  

Thank you for the cards, thoughts, prayers, 

and phone visitations during the past few 

months as Al continues to heal from his 

back surgery.  The nerves in the drop foot 

are regenerating; It’s a slow process that in-

volves patience and perseverance.  I would 

also like to thank our Church Family as I 

continue to heal from my recent cataract 

surgery.  We are both grateful that we be-

long to a caring and loving family who are 

dedicated prayer warriors. – Al and Marlene  

Weekly Devotions 

By Pastor Shawn 

Wednesday @noon 

Facebook.com/

stpaulssarver 

Thank you to all the church members that 

sent me cards to help celebrate my 85th 

birthday.  Each card was so beautiful and 

lifted my spirits.   My daughters (wardens) 

have me quarantined so I am not sure when 

I will get back to church to thank each of 

you in person. God Bless and I pray every-

one stays healthy —Connie Swaiko  

Taking Measure of Prayer 

Fluency [in prayer] is a questionable endow-

ment, especially when it is not accompanied 

with the weight of thought and depth of               

feeling. Some [people] pray by the yard, but 

true prayer is measured by weight, not by 

length. A single groan before God may have 

more fullness of prayer in it than a fine               

oration of great length.—Charles Spurgeon 


