
St. Paul’s Celebrates, Declares, and Demonstrates the Love of God in Jesus Christ to Sarver and Beyond. 

                           What Are We Really About? 

 

Every now and then it’s good for us to pause and ask the question, “What are we  
really about as a church?”  This is especially true as we emerge from COVID-19 and 
begin to engage with one another again. 
 

This said, to answer this question, let’s look at Jesus’ parting words to his disciples 
found in Matthew’s gospel.  There, Jesus proclaims, “Matthew 28:18-20  All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  In this 
passage, we have three tasks sandwiched between two promises.  This is important, without the 
promises the tasks are impossible.  What are the promises?  1) Jesus has all authority.  This is              
important. Often as the church we get the idea that Jesus’ victory is up to us.  It isn’t!  His                      
announcement is the liberating word that as our missionary God has already won (the gospel) and 
our duty is to declare that word to the ends of the earth.  2) Jesus is with us until the end of the 
age.  In other words, we are not alone as we go about our work.  Amid all our setbacks and                    
backsliding, God will bring his promises to completion.   
 

With these promises in the back of our minds let’s break apart the tasks.  First, we are to go and 
make disciples.  Here we discover that rather than simply “making converts” the church is to be 
growing in both numbers and maturity.  The second and third tasks Jesus gives are the means of 
how we are to do this.  By way of reminder, Jesus declares that we are to go and make disciples, 
““Matthew 28:19-20  baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”  In the end, these words from 
Jesus are a mandate to gather, feed, and protect his sheep until he comes again.  In the sharing of 
the gospel both from the pulpit and in our day-to-day lives, we are brought to the faith (Rom. 10:11
-17).  Through the sacrament of baptism we are made a part of God’s community (Eph 4:4-6).  
Now gathered, we, with the rest of our brothers and sisters in Christ, learn from the words of Jesus 
himself and find refreshment at the sacrament of the altar.  Although this happens primarily 
through our Sunday gatherings as the community of faith celebrates, declares, and demonstrates 
the gospel together; it also happens privately, in small groups, and with our families.  Finally, as we 
continue to grow, we begin to witness to others in our day-to-day life—our families, co-workers, 
people we share hobbies with, etc… 
 

So, what are we really about at St. Paul’s?  Paraphrasing the German theologian Emil Brunner,   
“St. Paul’s exist by mission as a fire exist by burning.”  Our whole reason for being is mission.  At 
St. Paul’s we exist to celebrate, declare, and demonstrate the gospel to one another, Sarver, and the 
World.   



This said, I want to leave you with some questions to reflect upon.  Write down your answers?  
Share them with others and even your pastor if you so desire. 

• What would it look like for St. Paul’s to make mission more of a priority in its life? 

• What might it mean in practice to make everything we do as a church, “our teaching, training, 
prayer, pastoral care, outreach, youth work, Ladies Guild, bible studies, fellowship events, 
etc…” contribute to our mission of celebrating, declaring, and demonstrating the gospel to 
Sarver and beyond? 

• Finally, prayerfully ask God, “How might I become more mission centered in my day-to-day 
life and in the life of St. Paul’s?” 

 

Our last meeting until fall will be 

held on Tuesday, May 18th 

@9:30am. 

 We will be making Prayer Pockets. 

All are welcome to join us! 

We welcome into the Family of God 

Jude Siemer 

As he received the Sacrament of Holy                

Baptism on April 25 

Our Preschool is having an end 
of the year carnival Friday, May 
14th 11-3. We need help serving 
pizza and operating games. (can 
toss, ping pong fish, bowling, 
ball/bucket) You do not have to 
supply anything. Please let Lenya 
Young know as soon as possible 
if you are interested in helping. 

“Chante’s Heart” is having their yearly benefit yard sale on Friday and                 

Saturday, June 4th and 5th, from 8:00-3:00 at 102 Jason Drive, Butler 

16002.  (Near the intersection of Great Belt Road and Bonniebrook 

Road).   This charity was created in memory of Chante’ Elise Nee who passed 

away in 2019 at the young age of 30.  The charity’s goal is to give back to the 

local community through projects targeting the homeless and those in crisis in 

Butler County.  Every year we pick a project, so this year, all proceeds from the sale will be 

used towards 50 Blessing Bags for men who are either homeless, or are in “3/4 Homes” and  

beginning their journey in recovery from addiction.  We will also be donating to the Light of 

Life Outreach Mission in Butler who supply free lunches to the homeless and those in crisis.  If 

you would like to donate any items, please contact Chante’s mom, Kathy at 724-859-

0891.  Also please spread the word about the sale and come out and support this worthy 

cause!   Thank you! 



Join us as we begin 

our study on the book 

of John. We will be 

meeting Wednesday                    

evenings from 6:30-

7:30(ish) at the home 

of Melissa Kenton            

beginning  June 9th. 

Our study will last through  August but 

don’t worry, if you can’t make it every 

week you will be able to pick up where 

we are when you come back! Cost for 

the study is $9 and can be paid at the first 

class. Please see the sign-up list in the 

Narthex or contact the church office if 

you would like to attend. 

Bag night will resume on 

Thursday, May 6 @6:30. 

We will continue to meet 

the first Thursday of               

every month. 

Dear Friends, 

    Thank you so much for 

the beautiful Easter bas-

ket. It was a very  special 

surprise! Also, thanks for 

your love and caring of cards, calls  and kindness. 

I love it, dear ones! God bless you!    

      Love, 

                       Roseanne McCollough 

 

Floyd and I would like to sincerely thank all who 

sent cards and prayers in support of his recent 

hospitalization. He’s doing well and we hope to 

see you all soon! Thanks be to God! 

    Carol Lux 

 

Thank you so much St. Paul’s for all the 40th 

birthday cards and gifts. It truly put a smile on 

my face and made the time brighter!                                                                                          

-Pastor Shawn  

Mark your calendars for 

August 2nd-6th. We will 

be holding Vacation Bi-

ble School from 6:15pm

-8:30pm (Monday-

Friday) for ages 3 years 

through the completion of 5th grade. More 

info  regarding registration is still to come. 

Mother’s Day ~ May 9 

Church Council Highlights 

Benevolence Update – Council further dis-

cussed Benevolence and since we have met our 

goal for Kids Against Hunger decided to start 

giving a portion of Benevolence to the TryLife 

Center. The CLN (Christian Leadership Net-

work) has plenty of donations for the year so 

Council will be discussing at the May meeting 

what other mission St. Paul’s could support. 

Make sure you sign up if you would like to do-

nate your time sorting donations at the Trylife 

Center. 

Parsonage Bathroom Remodeling: We will be 

starting the bathroom remodel on June 10th. 

Property would like to have a day crew & a late 

afternoon/evening crew through the project so 

we can complete the project in a timely manner 

for Pastor & his family. If you are willing to 

help in anyway please let Gary Venturini or 

Herb Speer know when & how you would like 

to help. 



April 10-12 
Download the 

FREE app. 

 

 

“In all of my anxieties and 
troubles, I find nothing on 
earth that might help to 
satisfy me.  But then 
God’s Word is my rod and 

my staff.  To that Word I will cling, and 
by it I raise myself up again.”  

Martin Luther Exposition on Psalm 23. 

Luther’s Corner 

 Needed Received 

General 14,042 10,181.47 

Benevolence 916 868.95 

Building 3,296 3,302.05 

Continued steady, steadfast, sustained prayers for: 

 Vivian, Blanche Sell, Jim & Vivian Beers,                           

Joe & Doris Cashell, Peg Harvey, Diane Henkel,              

Jean Dudas, Wayne Negley,  Don Diller, Amy Watson, 

Larry M., Robert, Cathy, Sue Lowers, Margie,                  

Jack & Lisa, Barb Mickey, Joe Zang, Larry Deberry, 

Brena Callithen, Joanne, Randy, Sue, Aileen,                  

Charlene, Roger, Floyd Lux, Robin, Lura, Sarah, 

Charlotte Hostetler, Lenny Baker, Elmer Glenn,               

John Miller, Chris Kuras, Darlene McElheny, Aria, 

Rick, Dan Bash, Lydia Barchikowski, Rowan,                   

Hal Callithen, Linda, Mary, Valerie, Dee  

5/1 Abbey Bakina 

5/2 Scarlet Kaminski 

5/3 Linda Barnett 

5/5 Marcus Cashell 

 Morgan Jenkins 

 Judy Shelton 

 Julie Speer 

5/8 Clarence Negley 

 Lorrie Simmons 

5/10 Maxx Lang 

5/11 Leigh Ciganik 

5/13 Jessica Hudak 

5/14 Kathy Nee 

5/15 Carlie Doerr 

 Conrad Kaminski 

5/17 Julianne Mariotti 

5/18 Emmy Marcinko 

 Sonya Schmeider 

5/20 Pat Braden 

 Sue Marcinko 

5/23 Michael McGinnis 

 Kendra Smith 

5/24 Hobie Kenton 

5/26 Joyce Bastin 

5/30 Roberta Pflugh 

5/31 Vince Ciganik 

Offering Breakdown for Month of April 

Category 
April    
Total                

YTD               
Received 

Annual              
Budget 

General     9,533.47      45,398.27   

Loose       134.00        5,574.01   

Flowers       110.00          305.00   

Initial           9.00          103.00   

Ash Wed.         25.00          354.00   

Maundy Thur.       150.00          150.00   

Good Friday       220.00          220.00   

Total Current   10,181.47      53,030.68   168,511.00  

Benevolence       868.95         3,449.47     11,000.00  

Total                     
Received   11,050.42       56,480.15   179,511.00  

     

New Building     3,302.05       14,509.39   


