
“When You Are in Darkness, Christ is Your Light” by Harold Senkbeil 

 

What should we do when the future is uncertain and faith seems futile? When God seems far away? What can 

we do when fear takes over and sorrow overwhelms us? Where can we find light in our own dark nights? 
 

The psalmist guides our way. King David voices the anguished cry of every suffering saint who has ever              

wondered if God is absent: 
 

“Where shall I go from your Spirit? 

Or where shall I flee from your presence? 

If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 

If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 

If I take the wings of the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

even there your hand shall lead me, 

and your right hand shall hold me.” 

(Psalm 139:7–10) 
 

God is present everywhere, even when our human eyes do not detect him. Though we cannot see him, he sees 

us. Were we to climb to the heights of heaven, descend to the depths of hell, or fly away to the farthest seas, 

his gracious presence would still be there. Even when we feel abandoned, he is present with us every moment 

of every day.  
 

In stormy seas of uncertainty and deep, dark valleys of despair, when we sense nothing but fear and dread, his 

hand still leads and his love still supports us. Through every long and lonely night of misery God himself 

stands guard, holding us safe and secure. Darkness is no threat to him. 

 

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

and the light about me be night,” 

even the darkness is not dark to you; 

the night is bright as the day, 

for darkness is as light with you.  

(Psalm 139:11–12) 

 

No doubt you’ve had your share of long, dark nights; most Christians have. Grief, or pain, or loss of one sort  

or another will bring those times of darkness into your life. When you can’t sleep, your body’s telling you your 

mind is on overload and your heart is breaking. Some nights it’s hard to pray, and when you do it seems like  

no one’s there to listen. In that darkness, you will feel that God is gone and your own misery is your only  

company.  

. . . 

But remember, we serve a Lord who snatched life from the jaws of death. He brought light into darkness. One 

Friday afternoon at Calvary, darkness enveloped Jesus while he suffered extreme agony of body, mind, and 
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spirit upon his cross. After three anguished hours of torture, he breathed his last, and his friends took his                   

battered, bloodied body down and buried him in a borrowed tomb. In a physical body—just like ours—Jesus 

bore our sin and carried our sorrows. 
 

The price of our sins was paid in human flesh and bone, blood, sweat, and tears. Jesus experienced pain like 

ours. Fear and dread came upon him just like it does on us, and he felt our human anguish with every fiber of 

his being. But by his cross and in the death that he died, Christ Jesus brought life and immortality. Three days 

later he emerged from his grave victorious over death and hell, transforming this world’s darkness into everlast-

ing light. 
 

Although you may spend long hours in anguished prayer wondering if God is even there to hear you, you can    

be sure that your private darkness is not dark to him. Night is bright as day to him, and darkness is as light                   

(Ps 139:12). He sees clearly in the dark. And you can be sure he will hold you, safe. “He knows what is in the 

darkness, and the light dwells with him” (Dan 2:22). 
 

When you were baptized you were born again, into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead (1 Pet 1:3). Now your life is securely anchored in the living flesh and blood of your crucified Lord.  

. . .  

Though your nights are unbearably long and your darkness impenetrably deep, Christ Jesus will sustain you and 

see you through them. You may not see him now, but you will see him soon enough—on the day of resurrection 

of all flesh. Then all sorrow and sighing will flee away, and death will be no more. God will wipe away your 

every tear with his own hand. Then you will enter into the eternal joy of your master, a joy no one will ever be 

able to take away… 
 

In the deepest valleys of your life, through every long and dark night, in every trouble, you can call upon Christ 

Jesus. Pour out your complaints to him. Pray, praise, and give him thanks. His promise stands forever sure:                 

“I am yours and you are mine, and there is nothing that can ever separate me from you or you from me.” 
  

This article is excerpted from “Christ and Calamity: Grace & Gratitude in the Darkest Valley”  

 

2021 Offering Envelopes are still  

available. If you are not able to 

attend Sunday services please feel 

free to stop by during the week to 

pick them up. 

President Hobie Kenton 

Vice President Ron Mariotti 

Secretary Sue Marcinko 

Treasurer Hobie Kenton 

Christian Ed. Cathy Boyer 

Evangelism Lenya Young 

Finance Doug Donatelli 

Outreach Jessica Donatelli 

Property Gary Venturini 

Property Herb Speer 

Social Ministry Gary Venturini 

Stewardship Ron Mariotti 

Worship & Music Shirley Godfrey 

Financial Secretary Melissa Kenton 
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Sunday mornings @10:10 

stpaulssarver.com 

Palm Sunday ~ March 28 ~ 10:10am 

Maundy Thursday ~ April 1 ~ 7:00pm 

Good Friday ~ April 2 ~ 7:00pm 
 

All services will be livestreamed on our 

website stpaulssarver.com 

April 4 ~ 6:30am Sunrise Service  

10:10am Worship Service 

Livestreaming will be offered at 

 our 10:10 service 

 

Come spend Easter Morning with us at St. 

Paul’s. A continental breakfast of pastries, 

fruit, juice, and coffee will be available     

following the Sunrise Service until the               

beginning of the 10:10 service. You are  

invited to come whenever you like to                 

socialize and celebrate! 

Easter Flower Order Form 

Please return money & order form to the church office or place in offering plate.  

Make checks out to St. Paul’s.  Deadline for orders is March 21 

 

 

Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 

March 14 

Tulips Circle size and color 

6” pot $5   8”pot $7.50 

Pink, Purple, Yellow, 

White, Red, Stripped 

#of plants Total  

$ 

Hyacinth Circle size and color 

6” pot $5   8”pot $7.50 

# of plants $ 

 

Daffodil Circle size  

6” pot $5   8”pot $7.50 

# of plants $ 

Chrysanthemum 8” pot $10 

Circle color 

# of plants $ 

  TOTAL  

AMOUNT 

$ 

Please circle 

In memory of/In honor of: 

________________________ 

_______________________ 

By:_____________________ 

 

 

To the Glory of God by: 

________________________ 



April 10-12 
Download the 

FREE app. 

 
 

“Hold up before our eyes 
the image of his [God’s] dear 
Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Every day he should 

be our excellent mirror wherein we behold 
how much God loves us and how well, in his 
infinite goodness, he has cared for us in that 
he gave us his dear Son.” 

 -Martin Luther’s Letter to                                      
Barbara Lisskirchen April 30,1531 

Luther’s Corner 

Our next meeting will be  

held on Tuesday,  

March 16 @9:30am. 

See you there! 

3/2 Hal Callithen 

 Joelene Hess 

 George Wright 

3/3 Nelson Bastin 

3/4 Mason Fullerton 

3/6 Vicki Cooper 

3/10 Seth Change 

 Janet Dietrich 

 Dan Marcinko 

 Doris McKinney 

 Kelly Warriner 

3/12 Erica Conglose 

3/13 Jessica Jopek 

3/17 Andrew Ohl 

3/18 Diane Henkel 

3/19 Jonathan Pflugh 

3/23 Lizzie Hart 

 Tyler Myros 

 Shawn Scott 

3/24 Terry Braden 

 Brenden Fullerton

 Jarrod Fullerton 

3/25 Carol Lux 

3/26 Kayla Ohl 

 Betsy Slater 

3/29 Peg Hanna 

Offering Breakdown for Month of February 
As of 2/21/21 

Category 

February 
Total             

  
YTD                   

Received 
Annual 
Budget 

     
General          7,048.59          22,124.58   

Loose             645.51            4,707.51   

Initial               21.00                77.00   

Lenten               20.00                20.00   

Ash Wednesday             297.00               297.00   

Total Current          8,032.10          27,541.09   168,511.00  

Benevolence             900.01             1,677.26     11,000.00  

Total Received          8,964.11           29,250.35   179,511.00  

New Building          2,686.00             5,798.57   

Thank you for all the cards, 

words of encouragement, and 

most of all for the  prayers for 

my mom and family. A special 

shout-out to Pastor Shawn for 

being there for me during this hard time just to 

talk, for preparing me and sharing with my 

family and I what we needed to do for my mom 

in her final days. Pastor, my family and I will 

be forever grateful to you for all you did for us. 

    In Christ’s Love, 

    Nancy Hill 

Continued steady, steadfast, sustained prayers for: 

 Vivian, Blanche Sell, Jim & Vivian Beers, Joe & Doris Cashell,  

Diane Henkel, Jean Dudas, Don Diller,  Amy Watson, 

 Larry M., Robert, Cathy, Dorothy Keener, Sue Lowers,  

Margie, Jack & Lisa, Family of Jackie Hughes,  Barb Mickey, 

Joe Zang, Dan Marcinko, Larry Deberry, Brena Callithen,  

Mark Wichrowski, Family of Brennan Durante, 

 Family of Sylvia Kelley,  Joanne, Randy, Sue,  

Peg Harvey’s brother in law, Aileen 


